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Grand Knight’s Message
Upcoming Events
All events are at the council hall, unless
otherwise noted.
Council Business Mtg.

Dec. 5, 7:30 p.m.

Council Officers Mtg.

CANCELLED

Admissions Degree

Dec. 28, 7:00 p.m.

Council Business Mtg.

Jan. 2, 7:30 p.m.

Breakfast Supreme
(Ascension)

Jan. 14, 7:45 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m.

Information Night
(Ascension)

Jan. 17, 7:00 p.m.

Admissions Degree

Jan 25, 7:00 p.m.

Council Officers Mtg.

Jan 31, 7:30 p.m.
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My Brothers,
Let us remember the true meaning of this
season. In Advent, we prepare ourselves for
the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. We remember the Nativity, Christ
born in a stable in a small town. The Light of
the World entered not with fanfare and
glory, but in obscurity to a small family far
from home.
We also keep our thoughts on His triumphal
return, when he will ask if we fed Him when
He was hungry, clothed Him when He was
naked, visited Him when He was sick. We
will ask, "Lord, when were You hungry and
we fed You, naked and we clothed You, and
sick and we visited You?" And He will
answer, "When you did these things to the
least of my brothers and sisters, you did
them to Me." As Knights of Columbus, we all
play a part in feeding the hungry, clothing
the naked, and visiting the sick.
Our Council is participating in the Coats for
Kids program to provide new coats to
children who need them here in the Santa
Clara Valley. We are also collecting children's

Jesus in the Manger
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Imagine how Mary felt at the time Jesus was
born. What was going through her mind?
Did she understand what God was asking her
to do? During the season of Advent leading
up to the celebration of Christmas, we have
the opportunity to look at the baby Jesus
lying in the manger. What does our Father
want us to see as we gaze at this image of
the manger and contemplate our journey
through life, ultimately returning to the
Father? The humanity of the Lord Jesus is
expressed in this simple scene. God the
Father sent his only begotten son as a
ransom for our sins. Jesus was poor and
innocent as he came into the world. The
manger scene gives us the opportunity to
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I hope to see you at the next meeting. We
need to finalize the details of these
upcoming events, as well as the Breakfast
Supreme at Ascension Parish and the
Basketball Free Throw Championship. If you
can't make it to the meeting, please pray for
the Holy Spirit to guide our meeting, and for
those members of our council family on the
request for prayers list published in this
issue of the Mace.
Fraternally,
John Pozniak
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toys at our Christmas party for families who
otherwise won't have any gifts. In the new
year we will once again spend a Friday
working as a council at Our Daily Bread, a
soup kitchen in Sunnyvale. Bob and Lolita
Rolufs have volunteered every week there
for several years, and members of our
council joined them one day last winter. You
can volunteer for each of these programs by
contacting the chairmen listed in the Mace.
You also support us by simply praying for our
success, and paying your dues.

contemplate
our
journey
through
life. As Knights we
are committed to
praying to Mary
and Jesus to keep
us close and sustain
us through life.
Jesus
is
our
advocate to the
Father. Let’s join
with
our
community to celebrate his coming,
confident that he will bring us back to the
Father if we reject sin and follow his
commandments.
Fr. Joe
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Christmas Hymns of Old
By Jim Schaaf

December 2017

Council Officers
Grand Knight

A little book has been a favorite of mine for
years. Entitled, Latin Hymns, it was written in
1913 by an English priest, Fr. Adrian Fortescue. It
was reprinted in 1994 by Roman Catholic Books.
The Christmas hymns are quite different from
today’s standard repertoire of Christmas carols. I
have shown two below in Fr. Fortescue’s English
translation. The hymn on the left was composed
in 405 A.D. by Prudentius, who Fr. Fortescue calls

the greatest Latin hymn writer. The one on the
right is a Medieval carol. Fr. Fortescue tried to
bring back the classical hymns from the time
before some were rewritten to make them better
conform to the new Classical Latin instead of
ancient Church Latin. In that prior rewriting Fr.
Fortescue believed much beauty of the classical
Latin was lost and he tried to revive it for
liturgical use.

John Pozniak
408-230-6006

Chaplain
Rev. Joe Galang
408-725-3939

Deputy Grand Knight
Al Mellin
408-892-0732

Chancellor
Bob Rolufs
408-253-3213

Financial Secretary

Begotten of the Father’s
love before the world was made,
called Alpha and Omega, he
the source and end of all things that
are, that were, that shall be; for ever and ever.
O blessed birth, when the Virgin
conceiving of the Holy Ghost
brought forth our salvation, when
the Child, redeemer of the world,
lifted his sacred head; for ever and ever.
Let the height of heaven sing;
sing all angels; whatever has life,
sing and praise God. No tongue
shall be silent; sing, every voice; for
ever and ever.
Thee old men and young proclaim;
choirs of boys, matrons,
maidens, children, joining their voices
sing hymns to thee; for ever and ever.

Of Mary the virgin
a child today is born,
who, God for ever,
becomes the son of man.
Lo, Jesus today
is born of the Virgin.

Patrick Kwok

He lies in the manger
who came down from heaven
to die on the cross
for sinful man.
Lo, Jesus today
is born of the Virgin.

Joe Kenney

While shepherds watch,
the heavenly army sings;
it sings: Glory in the highest
and peace on earth.
Lo, Jesus today
is born of the Virgin.

408-320-2515

Treasurer
John Steffens
408-985-9079

Recorder
408-253-7016

Warden
Ted Wyess
408-252-8028

Advocate
Ron Schoengold
408-309-9830

Inside Guard
Dominic Guido
408-247-2445

Outside Guard
Jim Mathews

On this feast, because
thou Christ art born,
we rejoice and sing
gladly to thee.
Lo, Jesus today
is born of the Virgin.

A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2018 to all.

408-242-0531

Trustees
1st yr — John Ruzzo
408-241-1209
2nd yr — John Lehane
408-257-3452
3rd yr — Mark Wright
408-865-0720

Lecturer

Visitation and Rosary Prayer Group
Brother Knights of St. Francis of Assisi Council 4981 conduct a
Rosary Prayer Service for the Catholic patients at the Cupertino
Wellness Center every Wednesday at 10 a.m. These Knights are
John Lehane, John Steffens, John Ruzzo and Dick Sherman.
Each Knight takes one week of the month as his commitment. If
he is not available for his week, he trades his week with one of
the other Knights. To date, this has proved successful. The
patients meet with four different individuals of a strong Catholic
faith and each individual knight only has to commit to one weekday a month.

Jim Schaaf
408-255-2985

Insurance Field Agent
Joe Ayroso, Insurance Agent
510-403-1499

District Deputy
Ethelbert R. “Roy” Onyewuenyi, MD
650-796-0876
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Council of Vatican II in 1962-1965 A.D. – Part III
By Jim Schaaf
This is the last in a series of three columns liberty with which Christ has set us free.
on this most-recent Council.
Very little good will be achieved by
ceremonies however beautiful, or
Decree on the Apostolate of Lay People –
societies however flourishing, if they are
November 1965. The hierarchy’s duty is
not directed toward educating people to
to favor the lay apostolate, furnish it with
reach Christian maturity.
principles and spiritual assistance, direct
the exercise of the apostolate to the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in
common good of the Church, and to see the Modern World – November 1965. It
to it that doctrine and order are is a mistake to think that, because we
safeguarded.
have here no lasting city, but seek the city
which is to come, we are entitled to shirk
Declaration on Religious Liberty –
our earthly responsibilities; this is to
November 1965.
The Vatican Council
forget that by our faith we are bound all
declares that the human person has a
the more to fulfill these responsibilities
right to religious freedom. Freedom of
according to the vocation of each one.
this kind means that all men should be
But it is no less mistaken to think we may
immune from coercion on the part of
immerse ourselves in earthly activities as
individuals, social groups and every
if these latter were utterly foreign to
human power so that, within due limits,
religion, and religion were nothing more
nobody is forced to act against his
than the fulfillment of acts of worship and
convictions nor is anyone to be restrained
the observance of a few moral
from acting in accordance with his
obligations. One of the gravest errors of
convictions in religious matters in private
our time is the dichotomy between the
or in public, alone or in association with
faith which many profess and the practice
others. The Council further declares that
of their daily lives. As far back as the Old
the right to religious freedom is based on
Testament the prophets vehemently
the very dignity of the human person as
denounced this scandal, and in the New
known through the revealed Word of God
Testament Christ himself with greater
and by reason itself.
force threatened it with severe
Decree on the Church’s Missionary punishment.
Activity – November 1965. In preaching
In virtue of its mission to enlighten the
the Gospel to the nations he [the
whole world with the message of the
missionary] will proclaim with confidence
Gospel and gather together in one Spirit
the mystery of Christ whose legate he is,
all men of every nation, race and culture,
so that in him he will dare to speak as he
the Church shows itself as a sign of the
ought, not being ashamed of the scandal
spirit of brotherhood which renders
of the Cross.
Meek and humble,
possible sincere dialogue and strengthens
following in the footsteps of his master,
it. Such a mission requires us first of all to
he will show that his yoke is sweet and his
create in the Church itself mutual esteem,
burden light. By a truly evangelical life,
reverence
and
harmony,
and
with great patience, in kindness and
acknowledge all legitimate diversity; in
unfeigned love he will bear witness to his
this way all who constitute the one
Lord, if necessary to the shedding of his
people of God will be able to engage in
blood.
ever more fruitful dialogue, whether they
Decree on Ministry and Life of Priests – are pastors or other members of the
November 1965. It is the priests’ part as faithful. For the ties which unite the
instructors of the people in the faith to faithful together are stronger than those
see to it either personally or through which separate them: let there be unity in
others that each member of the faithful what is necessary, freedom in what is
shall be led in the Holy Spirit to the full doubtful, and charity in everything.
development of his own vocation in
accordance with the Gospel teaching, and
to sincere and active charity and the

Prayer Requests
The
following
Brother
Knights, their families, and
friends are remembered in
the monthly Rosary which is
held each month prior to the
Council’s Business Meeting.
If any member wishes to
submit a name or remove a name from the
list, please telephone the Fraternal Affairs
Chairman, John Lehane, at 408-257-3452.
Brother Joseph Adamo
Brother Frank Simon’s wife Virginia
Brother Art Salazar
Brother Ron Miller’s wife Shirley
Brother Harry Tibbett’s wife Diane
Brother Harry Tibbett’s mother-in-law
Marie Dunajski
Brother Paul Muller
Brother John Lehane
Brother Ted Wyess
Brother Ted Wyess’ wife Ann
Brother John Shields
Trisha McManaman, daughter of Brother
John Ruzzo
Nini Cardoza, sister-in-law of Brother
Al Mellin
Emma Firpo, mother-in-law of Brother
John Steffens

Deceased
Madeline G. Neenan, wife of Brother John
Neenan† (12/27/16)
Rose Haney, widow of Brother Paul Haney,
PGK (2/17/17)
Olga Firpo, relative of Brother John Steffens
(3/23/17)
Emilio Firpo father-in-law of Brother John
Steffens (4/27/17)
Brother Robert Cancellieri (5/25/17)
Joan Schoengold mother of Brother Ron
Schoengold (6/19/17)
Bernadette Foley wife of Brother John Foley
(6/30/17)
Carol Copley, wife of Brother Bill Copley
(9/17)
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Dominic Guido

Harry Tibbetts

William Mc Govern

Eliodore Batingana

Raymond Gallant

Dennis Heinz

John Marvin

Chuck Haas

Thomas Combellick

Roy Christian

Charles Bobinecz

Christopher Lee

May your life be long and joyfull!

Monthly Attendance Raffle
The winner of the monthly raffle was Eugene
Levitre who was not present. The raffle will be
$185 this month.

Treasurer's Report
Income for October 2017
Charities

$

920.00
1,137.91

MRP Program

6.97

Interest on Savings (Capital One)

27.06

Interest on Savings CD

$ 2,091.94
Expenses for October 2017
Charities
Computer & Web Exp.
Council Rent
MACE Printing

$

500.00
32.43
1,000.00
136.95
$1,669.38
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Directors & Chairmen
Program Director
Al Mellin

Church Director
John Pozniak
Vocations

John Steffens

McGivney Shrine

Ron Schoengold

Bingo

Bob Rolufs

Parish Round Tables
Queen of Apostles

Bob Rolufs

Sacred Heart in Saratoga

open

St. Joseph of Cupertino

Joe Kenney

Church of the Ascension

Ron Schoengold

Community Director
Joe Kenney
Culture of Life

Joe Kenney

Charities

Bob Rolufs

Divine Mercy
& Rosary Visitation

John Lehane

Food for Families

Dick Sherman/
Bob Rolufs

People with
Intellectual Disabilities

Bob Rolufs

Mass of Reparation

Dominic Guido

Community Projects

Round Table Members

Breakfast Supreme

Ron Schoengold

Council Director
John Lehane
Fraternal Affairs

John Lehane

First Degree Team

John Pozniak

Public Relations

open

Website

Ron Schoengold

Communications

Ron Schoengold

Past Grand Knights Dinner

Bob Rolufs

Special Appreciation Night

Patrick Kwok

Building Manager

John Lehane

McGivney Pilgrimage

John Pozniak

Family Director
Bob Rolufs
Leisure Nights

Bob Rolufs

Memorial Mass

John Lehane

Ladies Night

John Steffens

Ice Cream Social

Grand Knight Elect

Christmas Dinner

Ron Schoengold

Annual Picnic

Bob Rolufs

Youth Director
John Lehane
Scholarship Program

John Lehane

Altar Servers Appreciation

Patrick Kwok

Free Throw Contest

Dominic Guido

Essay Contest

John Lehane

Membership & Retention
Council Officers
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Aging
We will all eventually have our turn –
growing old, hoping that we still find
compassion and understanding while
maintaining some independence. Sounds
so simple, but it can get very complicated
just standing by helplessly while a loved
one is struggling. Before jumping in,
remember that they have been “in
charge” for a long time. Here are some
tips on intervening gently:
• The word “doctor” or “professional”
carries a lot of weight. So if there is a
health issue or even a driving issue,
consider enlisting the help of a doctor
or professional in confronting the
problem.
• A financial professional may be helpful
in dealing with money issues – simple
budgeting issues, taking over bill paying,
or giving investment recommendations.
Your elders might be more receptive to
hearing a professional suggest you take
over their bill-paying, rather than
having it come directly from you.
• Consider consulting an Elder Care
Attorney who can help address complex
legal concerns that are probably
different from what your parents faced
when they were younger.

◦ durable powers of attorney
◦ living trusts
◦ nursing home issues, such as
questions of patients' rights and
nursing home quality
◦ elder abuse and fraud recovery cases
◦ means of delegating management
and decision-making to another in
case of incompetency or incapacity
Start the conversation with a gentle
touch. Expect some reluctance. Having
more than one voice in dealing with
difficult issues may be a wise choice.
Children getting together as a group,
joining with a clergy or family friend, may
keep family harmony. Being on watch and
getting a conversation started may be the
best way to protect the ones you love.
Joe Ayroso
Field Agent
Knights of Columbus
tel.: (510) 403-1499
email: joe.ayroso@kofc.org
CA License # 0I70253

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is discord, unity.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is error, truth.
Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.
Where there is sadness, joy.
Oh Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled, as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
it is in dying that we are born
to Eternal Life.
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Christmas Dinner
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
St. Francis of Assisi Council 4981

Catered Dinner at the Hall
Tuesday, December 19, 2017
6:00 PM Gather
7:00 PM Dinner

Bring an unwrapped Christmas gift for a child

Cost: $15 per person-reserve your place today
Buffet Menu
Antipasto
Shrimp Cocktail
Boneless Prime Rib Au Jus
Roasted Turkey, Stuffing & Gravy
Cranberry Sauce
Mashed Potatoes
Misto Salad
Dinner Rolls and Butter
Spumoni Ice Cream
Wine, Beer, Soft Drinks, Water
Number in your party ___ at $15 per person: $________
Make your Check payable to K of C Council 4981, Memo-Christmas Dinner
Mail Reservation and Check To:
Ron Schoengold
19000 Saratoga Glen Place
Saratoga, CA 95070
408 309 9830 mobile

