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Grand Knight’s Message
Upcoming Events
All events are at the council hall, unless
otherwise noted.
Council Business Mtg.

Sept. 5, 7:30 p.m.

Ascension Parish Picnic

Sept. 10, 12:00 p.m.

Council Officers Mtg.

Sept. 27, 7:30 p.m.

Admissions Degree

Sept. 28, 7:00 p.m.

Council Business Mtg.

Oct. 3, 7:30 p.m.

St. Francis of Assisi Feast Day Oct. 4
Past Grand Knights’ Dinner Oct .17, 6:00 p.m.
(Hall)
Council Officers Mtg.

Oct. 25, 7:30 p.m.

Admissions Degree

Oct. 26, 7:00 p.m.
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My Brothers,
I hope we all would agree that since joining
the Knights of Columbus, we have become
better men, better Catholics, and better
members of our family. Being a Knight helps
us to grow in our faith. We put our faith into
action by helping the unfortunate,
supporting our parishes, and building up the
domestic Church in our own homes.
Whether we're working with our brothers in
a service project, praying the Rosary
together before the council business
meeting, or just reading a few articles in the
monthly
Columbia
magazine,
our
membership in the Knights of Columbus and
in St. Francis of Assisi Council is helping us
grow and deepen our faith constantly.
This is a gift we want to share. Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson has said we have a
moral obligation to offer the gift of
membership in our Order to every eligible
Catholic gentleman. When considering who
we are asking to join our ranks, we should
remember that we aren't looking for a
perfect Catholic to join our brotherhood;

instead, we want to encourage men to join
us so that together, we can all grow in our
faith in Christ. Any Catholic man willing to
improve himself, his family, and his parish
community is welcome. Talk to your friends
at Mass. Talk to a man you've seen at Mass
before. Be friendly, and look for
opportunities to meet new people. Once
you’ve spoken with a man once or twice,
you can suggest that he'd make a great
Knight of Columbus.
Next month, we'll be starting our annual
drive supporting people with intellectual
disabilities. Please consider volunteering at
your parish, even if only for a single Mass on
the drive weekend. If you can help more, or
at other parishes, great. We'll take all the
help you can give. If you can only offer
prayers and a contribution, that's a great
help as well. We're all doing what we can to
help our brothers and sisters who are most
in need of assistance.
Fraternally,
John Pozniak

Chaplain’s Message
Becoming Available to the Lord
Jesus
commissions
us to go out
and build his
holy Church.
The Bible has
many examples from the old and
new testaments (Isaiah, Luke,
Matthew) of being sent to fulfill
this mission. These teachings are a
clear instruction from God. If we
are open to his commandments
and really listen to the Lord, he will
accomplish many good works
through us. As Knights we are
empowered by the Holy Spirit to
be a “light of the world.”

Recognizing all that Jesus accomplished for
us by dying on a cross, we are grateful for
the gifts in our lives. Recognizing the gifts
makes it more attractive to serve him. Ask
Jesus to give you a heart to help others and
not be insensitive to their needs.
Fr. Joe
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Council of Vatican I in 1869-1870 A.D.
By Jim Schaaf

Council Officers
Grand Knight
John Pozniak

Held 306 years after the Council of Trent, this
Council was called by Pope Pius IX to condemn
contemporary errors and define catholic doctrine
concerning the church of Christ. There were four
sessions held from December 1869 until July
1870. Among the most interesting promulgations
from these sessions are:
Session 2 -- This session was basically a
reiteration of the Council of Trent’s teachings
regarding: the Nicene Creed, sacred scripture, the
Seven Sacraments, original sin and justification,
purgatory, that Mass is a true, proper and
propitiatory sacrifice, that the holy Eucharist
truly, really and substantially is the body and
blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ which
occurs via transubstantiation, and images are to
be kept and retained and that due honor is to be
shown them, indulgences, and that the holy,
catholic, apostolic and roman church is the
mother and mistress of all the churches.

opinions, follow false religion; for those who have
accepted the faith under the guidance of the
church can never have any just cause for
changing this faith or for calling it into question.
The church by divine appointment has the right
and duty of condemning what wrongly passes for
knowledge lest anyone be led astray by
philosophy and empty deceit.
All faithful
Christians are forbidden to defend as the
legitimate conclusion of science those opinions
which are known to be contrary to the doctrine of
faith – particularly if they have been condemned
by the church.

Hence, so far is the church from hindering the
development of human arts and studies that in
fact she assists and promotes them in many ways.
For she is neither ignorant nor contemptuous of
the advantages which derive from this source for
human life; rather she acknowledges that those
things flow from God, the lord of sciences, and, if
Session 3 – God brought into being from nothing they are properly used, lead to God by the help of
the twofold created order, that is, the spiritual his grace.
and the bodily. The human is composed of body
Session 4 – When the Roman pontiff speaks EX
and soul.
CATHEDRA that is, when in the exercise of his
The books of the Bible are held as sacred and office as shepherd and teacher of all Christians, in
canonical because, being written under the virtue of his supreme authority, he defines a
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have God as doctrine concerning faith or morals to be held by
their author, and were as such, committed to the the whole church, he possesses, by the divine
church. They contain revelation without error.
assistance promised to him in blessed Peter, that
infallibility which the divine Redeemer willed his
In matters of faith and morals it is not permissible
church to enjoy in defining doctrine concerning
for anyone to interpret Holy Scripture in a sense
faith or morals. Therefore, such definitions of the
contrary to the meaning which holy mother
Roman pontiff are of themselves, and not by the
church held and holds.
consent of the church, irreformable. So then,
The situation of those, who by the heavenly gift should anyone, which God forbid, have the
of faith have embraced the catholic truth, is by no temerity to reject this definition of ours, let him
means the same as those who, led by human be an anathema.

408-230-6006

Chaplain
Rev. Joe Galang
408-725-3939

Deputy Grand Knight
Al Mellin
408-252-8479

Chancellor
Bob Rolufs
408-253-3213

Financial Secretary
Patrick Kwok
408-320-2515

Treasurer
John Steffens
408-985-9079

Recorder
Joe Kenney
408-253-7016

Warden
Ted Wyess
408-252-8028

Advocate
Ron Schoengold
408-309-9830

Inside Guard
Dominic Guido
408-247-2445

Outside Guard
Jim Mathews
408-242-0531

Trustees
1st yr — John Ruzzo
408-241-1209
2nd yr — John Lehane
408-257-3452
3rd yr — Mark Wright

Treasurer's Report
Income for July 2017
Bingo

408-865-0720

Lecturer
$ 7,553.00

Charities

1,763.76

Dues

1,040.00

Interest on Savings (Capital One)
Interest on Savings CD

6.96
26.98
$ 10,390.70

Jim Schaaf
408-255-2985

Insurance Field Agent
Joe Ayroso, Insurance Agent
510-403-1499

District Deputy
Ethelbert R. “Roy” Onyewuenyi, MD
650-796-0876

Expenses for July 2017
Other

$0.00
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All Dogs Go to Heaven
By Jim Schaaf
Many years ago I was out of town on
business. While I was there, the wife of a
professional colleague suddenly died
and her funeral was to be held while I
was still in that city. I somehow knew
that my friend and his wife were
Catholics and I attended the funeral
Mass. One of my mottos is that you are
never sorry for attending a funeral, you
are only sorry for not attending a
funeral.
Since the woman was a long-term aide
in the Catholic school attached to her
parish, there were many schoolchildren
in attendance at the funeral Mass.
The funeral Mass began in quite a lovely
way. But, when the priest gave his
homily the first thing he said was that
this woman never went to church. I was
somewhat taken aback by this
information that I didn't think I really
needed to know. However, a titter went
through the congregation upon the
priest mentioning this. It maybe was a
not-so-secret secret in the local
community. The priest then went on to
list all her great qualities including her
love of the poor, how she helped people
and particularly how she helped teach
and nurture students down through the
years.
Then it came time for the eulogy, that
part near the end of the Mass when
someone gets up and talks about the
deceased. This part of the funeral Mass
is also known among wags as “the
canonization ceremony.” The longestserving teacher in the school got up and
frankly told us that this woman was now
in heaven thoroughly enjoying herself

with all her deceased relatives, friends
and pets without the constant pressure
of too few supplies and too many
students needing too much assistance.
This funeral Mass got me to thinking. Is
this why fewer and fewer people attend
Mass? Obviously, if at a Catholic funeral
Mass it can be stated that a person goes
to heaven without ever going to Mass
even though that person knows she
should go to Mass, then this could help
drive people away from going to Mass
on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.
Maybe a little discretion should be
shown so that we are asked to pray for
the repose of the soul of the recently
departed and not celebrate something
that might not yet have occurred.
This unfortunate one-two punch could
implant a very wrong message into
those young, impressionable students
who attended the funeral Mass.
Maybe I'm reading too much into this,
but it just didn't sit right with me. To
have a priest publicly proclaim your sins
felt unseemly. To top it off, it seems
presumptuous to allow a person to say
you're in heaven even though one is
never certain of the outcome of the
particular judgment. This may be the
perfect way to stop people from ever
having to come to church – and the
church itself is the very messenger of its
own demise.
Hopefully this is an exception to the rule
and not the rule itself. So the question
is: Do All Dogs go to Heaven; or, Do All
Good dogs go to Heaven?

Happy Birthday!

Prayer Requests
The following Brother Knights,
their families, and friends are
remembered in the monthly
Rosary which is held each month
prior to the Council’s Business
Meeting. If any member wishes
to submit a name or remove a name from the
list, please telephone the Fraternal Affairs
Chairman, John Lehane, at 408-257-3452.
Brother Joseph Adamo
Brother Bill Copley’s wife Carol
Brother Frank Simon’s wife Virginia
Brother Art Salazar
Brother Ron Miller’s wife Shirley
Brother Harry Tibbett’s wife Diane
Brother Harry Tibbett’s mother-in-law Marie
Dunajski
Brother Paul Muller
Brother John Lehane
Brother Ted Wyess
Brother John Shields
Trisha McManaman daughter of Brother John
Ruzzo
Nini Cardoza sister-in-law of Brother Al Mellin

Deceased
Rose Shields, daughter of John and Marilyne
Shields (11/2/16)
Madeline G. Neenan, wife of Brother John
Neenan† (12/27/16)
Rose Haney, widow of Brother Paul Haney, PGK
(2/17/17)
Olga Firpo, relative of Brother John Steffens
(3/23/17)
Emilio Firpo father-in-law of Brother John
Steffens (4/27/17)
Brother Robert Cancellieri (5/25/17)
Joan Schoengold mother of Brother Ron
Schoengold (6/19/17)
Bernadette Foley wife of Brother John Foley
(6/30/17)

Robert Lewis
Frederick Schwalbach
William Callen
Patrick Sheehy
Luciano Saccani
Francis Kurupacheril
Donald Sifferman
James Schaaf
May your life be long and joyfull!

Monthly Attendance Raffle
The winner of the monthly raffle was
Peter DeKruif who was not present.
The raffle will be $170 this month.
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Council Picnic Photos

What to do with Important Financial Documents?
The filing cabinet is overstuffed – what do you really need to keep, Keep Until Item Sold or Paid Off:
and for how long? Here’s a guide that might be helpful:
• Loan documents
Permanently:
• Vehicle titles
• Vital records such as birth and death certificates, marriage • Stocks, bonds, mutual funds, etc.
licenses, divorce decrees, Social Security cards, military discharge
papers, wills, trusts, citizenship papers IRA contribution records, • Warranties
retirement/savings plan statements, estate planning documents, Keep for Less than a Year:
life insurance contracts Home improvement records (remodeling,
• ATM and bank-deposit slips, credit-card receipts and bills, until
additions, installations), receipts for big purchases such as jewelry,
reconciled with your monthly statements
antiques, rugs, appliances, etc. (these might be needed to prove
value in case of an insurance claim – but be sure to check with • Insurance policies and investment statements, until new ones
arrive
your home insurer)

• An inventory of your bank safe deposit box (share a copy with • Paycheck stubs, until you can reconcile with your W-2 form
your executor or your attorney)

• Pre-paid funeral expenses
Keep for Seven Years:

• Tax returns (electronic and paper)
• Canceled checks/receipts (alimony,
charitable contributions, mortgage
interest and retirement plan contributions)

• Credit card statements if they are tax-related
• Records for tax deductions taken

Joe Ayroso
Field Agent
Knights of Columbus
tel.: (510) 403-1499
email: joe.ayroso@kofc.org
Ca. License # 0I70253
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Join Your Brother Knights
and American Legion Stevens Creek Post 642
In Sponsoring Wreaths Across America

Church Director

December 16, 2017

John Pozniak
Vocations

John Steffens

McGivney Shrine

Ron Schoengold

Bingo

Bob Rolufs

Parish Round Tables
Queen of Apostles

Bob Rolufs

Sacred Heart in Saratoga

open

St. Joseph of Cupertino

Joe Kenney

Church of the Ascension

Ron Schoengold

a Nationwide celebration

Ceremony at 10:00 AM
At Gate of Heaven Cemetery
22555 Cristo Rey Dr.
Los Altos, CA 94024
To lay wreaths on each veteran’s grave.
$15 per wreath payable to American Legion Post 642

Community Director
Joe Kenney
Culture of Life

Joe Kenney

Charities

Bob Rolufs

Divine Mercy
& Rosary Visitation

John Lehane

Food for Families

Dick Sherman/
Bob Rolufs

People with
Intellectual Disabilities

Bob Rolufs

Mass of Reparation

Dominic Guido

Community Projects

Round Table Members

Breakfast Supreme

Ron Schoengold

Mailto: American Legion Post 642
c/o Dennis Whittaker
PO Box 302
Cupertino, CA 95015

For more information about Wreaths Across America
please visit:
www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org

Council Director
John Lehane
Fraternal Affairs

John Lehane

First Degree Team

John Pozniak

Public Relations

open

Website

Ron Schoengold

Communications

Ron Schoengold

Past Grand Knights Dinner

Bob Rolufs

Special Appreciation Night

Patrick Kwok

Building Manager

John Lehane

McGivney Pilgrimage

John Pozniak

Family Director
Bob Rolufs
Leisure Nights

Bob Rolufs

Memorial Mass

John Lehane

Ladies Night

John Steffens

Ice Cream Social

Grand Knight Elect

Christmas Dinner

Ron Schoengold

Annual Picnic

Bob Rolufs

Youth Director
John Lehane
Scholarship Program

John Lehane

Altar Servers Appreciation

Patrick Kwok

Free Throw Contest

Dominic Guido

Essay Contest

John Lehane

Membership & Retention
Council Officers

Visitation and Rosary Prayer Group
Brother Knights of St. Francis of Assisi Council 4981
conduct a Rosary Prayer Service for the Catholic
patients at the Cupertino Wellness Center every
Wednesday at 10 a.m. These Knights are John
Lehane, John Steffens, John Ruzzo and Dick Sherman.
Each Knight takes one week of the month as his
commitment. If he is not available for his week, he trades
his week with one of the other Knights. To date, this has
proved successful. The patients meet with four different individuals of a
strong Catholic faith and each individual knight only has to commit to one
weekday a month.

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is discord, unity.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is error, truth.
Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.
Where there is sadness, joy.

Oh Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled, as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
it is in dying that we are born
to Eternal Life.
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